THE HARMONY OF AGE
I listened silently. Then I tried for the last time to lead his thought and said:
"If I made a drama of a man such as yourself, in the final act I should probably leave him doubting on the importance of what he had striven after with such great effort and finally achieved. Reaction after every success: then Faust's question, if this be all? Then the humanist and philanthropist still, who wants to direct Europe and now directs his own particular State, who cannot fulfil his idea. Is it possible for you to carry on without being sceptical?"
He looked at me openly, brought the tips of his fingers together in his usual way, preparing to launch forth on his argument when he had made his decision. Faced with this strange question, he reverted to his Platonic principles on which he had already dwelt with such a wealth of thought.
"I distinguish between scepticism and criticism. If one will and must think truthfully, if one wants to be clear, one must take everything into consideration, think critically and judge. I cannot hide my faults from myself, I cannot hide from myself the failings of even those whom I love most. But this does not mean that I want to put
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